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My Japanese Experience

Hugh Davis

After having lived in Japan as an exchange student for over six months, | have learnt more than just the
Japanese language and way of life. | have learnt things which cannot be studied or taught, things such as
how to be independent and confident. These traits being learned purely through the experience of being an
exchange student.

Being a foreigner in Japan, | have lots of different types of people wanting to talk to me, even though talking
to strangers is something | couldn't be worse at (even when it's in English.) At the start of my stay | found
it really difficult but as my language abilities grew so did my confidence. | soon became used to making
conversation with complete strangers and was something which became easier and easier. | now have the
confidence to wak in a shop and have a conversation with the shop keeper or talk to an old man in the
street. Something | definitely would not have been able to do back in Australia. Without this growth of
confidence | would not have been able to improve in other areas such as independence.

As | became a more confident person, | was able to build my independence to an unforeseen level. While at
the start of my stay | relied on alot of help from my teachers and host family but that was something which
soon changed. When people became more and more unwilling to help me | had to start helping myself.
Things which may be smple of a native but are very daunting for a foreigner for the first time. This
independence has built up over time to a stage where | no longer have to ask for help and can solve things
without anybody knowing there was even a problem.

These traits, confidents and independents are just a small bit of what | have learned but are very important.
They are something | can take back to Australia to use in everyday life and can help to create a successful
future.

Carolina Luciani

First of | just want to tell you how happy | am to be here. | thought | was coming here in august but due to
some problems, We couldn't travel until a month later, which was late in September. Because of all the
waiting, | still can't believe I'm finaly in Japan. From time to time | find myself thinking "Wow, you are
in Japan! Unbelievable’, it's a nice fegling.

To be honest, | don't really know why | choose to come to Japan. | wanted to travel somewhere and
experience how it is like for other teenagers around the world. | wanted to experience common things, like
doing chores, hang out with friends etc etc.

At first | was thinking of going to America, but I've got two friends who have already been going. Then |
thought of Australia. | can get around with my English, so the language wouldn't have been a problem.

But I've always have had a dream of coming to Japan. At first | was afraid to come here because of the
language that | can not speak. But my mum said to me that if 1 anyways was going to push my limits, why
not push them to the extreme. And | couldn't do other than to agree. So my dream came true, and here | am!
| don't know why | had this dream of coming to Japan, but | have fulfilled it, and of that | am realy happy.




